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increased external contacts and commercial relations. But
there was also the connection with the South of France, where
considerable territory was held by the count of Barcelona,
directly or under his suzerainty. This, from the Spanish
point of view, was a hindrance rather than an advantage,
and it was all to the good that the counts, like the kings of
Castile, held to the principle of division of the inheritance.
Provence, acquired by Raymond-Berengar III, passed at his
death not to Raymond-Berengar IV but to his younger
brother. However, it came back by inheritance to Alfonso
II of Aragon, who in the same way acquired Roussillon and
was overlord of the greater part of Languedoc. He in his
lifetime began the division of his French territories among his
sons, but Peter II had enough left to him to be fatally impli-
cated in the Albigensian crusade. Aragon, therefore, was
as much concerned with foreign politics as with the domestic
affairs of the peninsula.
Their	So the future destinies of Castile and Aragon were already
different      indicated.    And there was evidence, too, of the way in which
tionai	their constitutions were to shape.    In both kingdoms there
development were powerful noble houses with almost autocratic authority
over the numerous serfs on their estates; their local inde-
pendence was an obstacle to the power of the central govern-
ment. In Castile, during the troubled years of Urraca's
reign and again during the minority of Alfonso VIII, they
had directly attempted to control the government in their
own interests. In Aragon they were never so troublesome to
royal authority, and there was no tradition of their lawless
control; while the union with Catalonia brought to the
crown the widespread authority exercised by the count
of Barcelona. In both kingdoms the general characteristics
of feudal government were present: the nobles rendered
military service to the crown, and attended his Council when
summoned. To this Council, in which both lay and ecclesi-
astical magnates participated, was given, already in the first
half of the twelfth century, the name of Cortes. Another
element was rapidly developing during the century—the
middle-class burghers of the towns. Among these Barcelona
held a unique position, as it was commercially important and
was possessed of a civic government, with " consuls " at
the head, like an Italian city. The towns as a whole were

